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Foreword

THE National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005,
recommends that children’s life at school must be linked to
their life outside the school. This principle marks a departure
from the legacy of bookish learning which continues to shape
our system and causes a gap between the school, home and
community. The syllabi and textbooks developed on the basis
of NCF signify an attempt to implement this basic idea. They
also attempt to discourage rote learning and the maintenance
of sharp boundaries between different subject areas. We hope
these measures will take us significantly further in the
direction of a child-centered system of education outlined in
the National Policy of Education (1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school
principals and teachers will take to encourage children to
reflect on their own learning and to pursue imaginative
activities and questions. We must recognise that, given space,
time and freedom, children generate new knowledge by
engaging with the information passed on to them by adults.
Treating the prescribed textbook as the sole basis of
examination is one of the key reasons why other resources
and sites of learning are ignored. Inculcating creativity and
initiative is possible if we perceive and treat children as
participants in learning, not as receivers of a fixed body
of knowledge.

These aims imply considerable change in school routines
and mode of functioning. Flexibility in the daily time-table
is as necessary as rigour in implementing the annual
calendar so that the required number of teaching days are
actually devoted to teaching. The methods used for teaching
and evaluation will also determine how effective this textbook
proves for making children’s life at school a happy experience,
rather than a source of stress or boredom. Syllabus designers
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have tried to address the problem of curricular burden by
restructuring and reorienting knowledge at different stages
with greater consideration for child psychology and the time
available for teaching. The textbook attempts to enhance
this endeavour by giving higher priority and space to
opportunities for contemplation and wondering, discussion
in small groups, and activities requiring hands-on experience.

The National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) appreciates the hard work done by the
textbook development committee responsible for this book.
We wish to thank the Chairperson of the advisory committee
in languages, Professor Namwar Singh, and the Chief Advisor
for this book, Professor R. Amritavalli, for guiding the work
of this committee. Several teachers contributed to the
development of this textbook; we are grateful to their
principals for making this possible. We are indebted to the
institutions and organisations which have generously
permitted us to draw upon their resources, materials and
personnel. We are especially grateful to the members of
the National Monitoring Committee, appointed by the
Department of Secondary and Higher Education, Ministry
of Human Resource Development under the Chairpersonship
of Professor Mrinal Miri and Professor G.P. Deshpande for
their valuable time and contribution. As an organisation
committed to systemic reform and continuous improvement
in the quality of its products, NCERT welcomes comments
and suggestions which will enable us to undertake further
revision and refinements.

Director
New Delhi National Council of Educational
20 November 2006 Research and Training
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THE CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having
solemnly resolved to constitute India into a | £,
'[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR | o)
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and to secure 2

to all its citizens : ) s
JUSTICE, social, economic and “:
political; 3

:‘ LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, | £
' faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; |
and to promote among them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of
the individual and the ’[unity and | (®
integrity of the Nation]; >

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY |5
this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949 do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

1. Subs. by the Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976, Sec.2,
for "Sovereign Democratic Republic” (w.e.f. 3.1.1977)

[y 2. Subs. by the Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976, Sec.2,
for "Unity of the Nation" (w.e.f. 3.1.1977)
%
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NoTes FOR THE TEACHER \
\

General

% Learning a language means using it for a wide variety of
purposes. Language is best acquired when attention is
focused on meaning, not on form.

“ Words and phrases not closely related to objects and
action remain empty and lifeless to young learners.
Language comes alive when presented in meaning-making
contexts.

% Words/phrases that are used to accomplish many useful
purposes follow a certain system inherent in the language
itself.

% Learners become familiar with the system through

continuous exposure to the language in meaning-focused

situations.

% Interaction, discussion and sharing of ideas among
learners provide opportunities that elicit ‘real’ information
about them and their experiences and opinions.

% Encourage learners to work in pairs and small groups
and let them go beyond the textbook by providing a
variety of language inputs for spontaneous and natural
use of language.

% Build on the exercises given in the textbook and design
more tasks/activities in keeping with learners’ interests,
needs and surroundings. Employ free-response exercises
(with more than one possible response).

% Promote reading habits through story-reading (not
merely teaching stories as texts), story-retelling, choral
reading, shared reading, etc.

% Create class libraries for exchange of books and shared
reading. The library may also move with children to the
next higher class.
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Introduce advertisement as a genre and discuss with the
learners about advertisements on social concerns such
as educating the girl child, protecting the environment,
saving water.

Poems need not be taught line by line, word by word.
You may give a model reading but let every child read
the poem on her/his own to feel the richness of language,
rhythm and music of words. Exercises accompanying the
poem are more for understanding the poem as a whole
than for teaching language items.

Encourage learners to tell new stories, narrate anecdotes,
compose short poems in English or their own language,
talk about pictures, illustrations in the book and cartoons
in newspapers/magazines. Don’t get anxious about the
errors they will make. Constant exposure, practice and
correction in the form of feedback will help them improve
themselves by and by.

Every page has a column for words and meanings.
Encourage children to write down other words they find
difficult, along with their meanings, in this column.

Units 1-3

Three Questions

Some suggestions given below are applicable to all prose
lessons in the book.

K/
X

A Tolstoy story — the three questions in the opening
paragraph, though philosophical in nature, may be of
practical significance to individuals in self-realisation and
value inculcation.

Spend about 10 minutes discussing the questions the
king asks. Let children express their views. Even if their
observations do not reveal any understanding of the
questions, the discussion session will provide an excellent
base for the work to follow.

The story is sectioned in two parts. Each part may be sectioned
further according to convenience and time available.
‘Comprehension Check’ at the end of each section is a
recall of what they have read so far. Design while-reading
comprehension exercises in the form of factual
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NOTES FOR THE TEACHER/3

comprehension questions, multiple choice questions
and/or completion of sentences, etc.

While covering portions of the text, either talk about the
illustrations or ask children to tell you about them.
[lustrations are there not merely for decoration but mainly
for comprehension.

Questions under ‘Working with the Text’ to be answered
orally, later to be written in the copybook.

At the end of the lesson, draw children’s attention to the
three questions in the context of the present period/class.

Isn’t the present period the right time to do as best
you can the task in hand jointly with the member(s) of
the group for her/his good and your own ?

The Squirrel

Drawing a squirrel or finding the picture of a squirrel
and describing it variously will commit learners’ interest
to the poem they are reading.

Help them find ‘wear’ and its usage in the dictionary.
Avoid fixed phrases like ‘wear and tear’ or ‘wear one’s
heart on one’s sleeve’, etc. Draw their attention to sentences
like the following.

* She wore a plain dress but an enigmatic smile.

* Should a man wear a lady’s perfume ?

The illustration given in the book may generate comments
such as the following.

* The squirrel’s tail looks like a question mark.

¢ It reminds me of the mark of punctuation that comes
at the end of an interrogative sentence.

* Looking at this squirrel, you might say it was asking
a question. What is the question ?

* The squirrel is wearing a long overcoat reaching the
tip of its tail.

e Ifit begins to run now, its tail will look like the bushy
end of a painter’s brush.

2022-23
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Speak the words given below. Ask children to write the
word and against it two new words that rhyme.

gray
mark

went

nut

A Gift of Chappals

Children’s world — their spontaneity and imagination,
ability to see contradictions in normal behaviour and
moving acts of charity.

While covering sections and sub-sections of the text, focus
on situations in which children see themselves.

Elicit their comments on, and reactions to, Ravi’'s

exaggerations about the kitten’s ancestry, children

cleverly feeding the kitten and Mridu and Meena’s final

act of charity. Focus on values such as sincerity, care

and compassion as exemplified in the episodes.

Under ‘Working with Language’, highlight some points

about the use of if-clauses.

(i) An if-clause, also known as a conditional clause,

expresses a condition or cause whose result/effect is
felt in the second part of the sentence.

(i) Ifthe verb in the if-clause is in the present tense,
the other clause normally has ‘will + verb’.
(iii) An if-clause can be placed either at the beginning
or at the end of the main clause.
* T'll come to your house if it doesn’t rain.
Or
¢ Ifit doesn’t rain, I'll come to your house.
Activity 2 under ‘Speaking and Writing’ lends itself to picking
up appropriate language to learn and practise life skills such
as decision-making, negotiating, persuading, etc. Let all
the children in pairs/groups perform this activity. Help
them, wherever necessary, with appropriate language use.
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The Rebel

% Activity 1 is a combination of open-ended as well as
text-based responses. Items (ii) and (iii) entail recalling/
looking at the appropriate lines in the poem whereas (i),
(iv), (v) and (vi) are discussion points.

% Let children read Introduction to the poem silently and \\
find the desired word. The significance of the title will,
then, become amply clear.

% The poem contains 15 couplets. Each couplet may be
recited as an independent unit.

“ Ask children if they think the last couplet expresses the
poet’s own opinion and comment.

“ Relate the last couplet to the discussion item (vi) under

Activity 1.

Gopal and the Hilsa Fish

“ A comic story to be understood through pictures with
strips of text for support. Children will have a natural
enthusiasm for this new kind of material.

“ Divide the class into small groups. Let each group look

at and describe a set of pictures (assigned to them) and

construct their own text. Texts thus produced can be
put together to form a complete story, to be edited for
coherence and accuracy. If necessary, texts may first be
produced in the child’s own language, and the teacher
can help them to reformulate these in English.

Conversely, for children fluent in English, this may

be an opportunity to formulate equivalent texts in

their own languages.

“* Picture reading under ‘Speaking and Writing’ to be
attempted in the same manner.

“* Word ladder provides an opportunity for vocabulary

building. Elicit the required word from learners by

providing a set of synonyms for it.
cross: angry, annoyed, displeased
tiny: small, little, negligible

2022-23
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The Shed

** Ask children to look for words/phrases in the poem
suggesting the neglected state of the shed like “spider’s
web hanging”, “rusty” in the first stanza. There are four
more in the second stanza.

% Let children cull out three or four pairs of rhyming words
that come at the end of lines.

“* Activity 2 will generate a lot of individual contributions.

Children may even make up spooky stories and quote

them as ‘real’ experiences. Show interest and belief in
each anecdote.

For the Teacher

Have a discussion in the class on the wordle given
below. Sensitise the learners towards digital mode of

payment.
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0753CHO1 Before you re ad

A king has three questions and he is seeking answers to
them. What are the questions? Does the king get what he
wants?

Three Questiong

I

he thought came to a certain king that

he would never fail if he knew three
things. These three things were: What is the right
time to begin something? Which people should
he listen to? What is the most important thing for
him to do?

The king, therefore, sent messengers
throughout his kingdom, promising a large sum
of money to anyone who would answer these
three questions.

Many wise men came to the king, but they all
answered his questions differently.

In reply to the first question, some said the
king must prepare a timetable, and then follow it
strictly. Only in this way, they said, could he do
everything at its proper time. Others said that it
was impossible to decide in advance the right time
for doing something. The king should notice all
that was going on, avoid foolish pleasures, and

2022-23
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council: a
group of
people
chosen to
give advice
or to make
rules

councillors:
members of
the council

hermit:

a person
who lives
alone and
leads a
simple life

wood/woods:
a small
forest

always do whatever seemed necessary at that
time. Yet others said that the king needed a
council of wise men who would help him act at
the proper time. This was because one man
would find it impossible to decide correctly,
without help from others, the right time for
every action.

But then others said that there were some
things which could be urgent. These things could
not wait for the decision of the council. In order
to decide the right time for doing something, it is
necessary to look into the future. And only
magicians could do that. The king, therefore,
would have to go to magicians.

In their answers to the second question, some
said that the people most necessary to the king
were his councillors; others said, the priests. A
few others chose the doctors. And yet others said
that his soldiers were the most necessary.

To the third question, some said science.
Others chose fighting, and yet others religious
worship.

As the answers to his questions were so different,
the king was not satisfied and gave no reward.
Instead, he decided to seek the advice of a certain
hermit, who was widely known for his wisdom.

The hermit lived in a wood which he never
left. He saw no one but simple people, and so the
king put on ordinary clothes. Before he reached
the hermit’s hut the king left his horse with his
bodyguard, and went on alone.

As the king came near the hermit's hut, he
saw the hermit digging the ground in front of his

2022-23



THREE QUESTIONS/9

hut. He greeted the king and continued digging.
The hermit was old and weak, and as he worked,
he breathed heavily.

The king went up to the hermit and said, “I
have come to you, wise hermit, to ask you to
answer three questions: How can I learn to do
the right thing at the right time? Who are the
people I need most? And what affairs are the
most important?”

The hermit listened to the king, but did not
speak. He went on digging. “You are tired,” said
the king. “Let me take the spade and work in your
place.”

“Thanks,” said the hermit, giving the king his
spade. Then he sat down on the ground.

2022-23
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10/HoNEYCOMB

beds : small
patches of
ground for
plants

fainted: lost
oconsciousness

When the king had dug two beds, he stopped
and repeated his questions. The hermit gave no
answer, but stood up, stretching out his hand for
the spade, and said, “Now you rest, and let me work.”

But the king did not give him the spade and
continued to dig.

One hour passed, then another. The sun went
down behind the trees, and at last the king stuck
the spade into the ground and said, “I came to
you, wise man, for an answer to my questions. If
you can give me no answer, tell me so and I will
return home.”

“Here comes someone running,” said the hermit.

Comprehension Check

1. Why did the king want to know answers to three
questions?

2. Messengers were sent throughout the kingdom

(i) to fetch wise men.
(i) to find answers to the questions.
(iii) to look for the wise hermit.
(iv) to announce a reward for those who could answer
the questions.

Mark your choice.

I

The king turned round and saw a bearded man
running towards them. His hands were pressed
against his stomach, from which blood was
flowing. When he reached the king he fainted and
fell to the ground. The king and the hermit

2022-23
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removed the man’s clothing and found a large

wound in his stomach. The king washed and
covered it with his handkerchief, but the blood

would not stop flowing. The king re-dressed the re-dressed:
wound until at last the bleeding stopped. dressed

The man felt better and asked for something R

to drink. The king brought fresh water and gave

it to him. By this time the sun had set and the

air was cool. The king with the hermit's help

carried the wounded man into the hut and laid

him on the bed. The man closed his eyes and

lay quiet. The king, tired by his walk and the

work he had done, lay down on the floor and

slept through the night. When he awoke, it was

several minutes before he could remember

2022-23
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seized: took
by force

faithful:
loyal and
true

where he was or who the strange bearded man
lying on the bed was.

“Forgive me!” said the bearded man in a weak
voice, when he saw that the king was awake.

“I do not know you and have nothing to forgive
you for,” said the king.

“You do not know me, but 1 know you. 1 am
that enemy of yours who swore revenge on you,
because you put my brother to death and seized
my property. I knew you had gone alone to see that
hermit, and I made up my mind to kill you on your
way home. But the day passed and you did not
return. So I left my hiding-place, and I came upon
your bodyguard, who recognised me and wounded
me. I escaped from him but I should have died if
you had not dressed my wounds. I wished to kill
you, and you have saved my life. Now, if I live, [ will
serve you as your most faithful servant and will order
my sons to do the same. Forgive me!”

The king was very happy to have made peace
with his enemy so easily, and to have won him
over as a friend. He not only forgave him but said
he would send his servants and his own doctor
to look after him, and he promised to give back
the man his property.

Leaving the wounded man, the king went out
of the hut and looked round for the hermit. Before
going away he wished once more to get answers
to his questions. The hermit was on his knees
sowing seeds in the beds that had been dug the
day before. The king went up to the hermit and
said, “For the last time I beg you to answer my
questions, wise man.”

2022-23
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“You have already been answered!” said the
hermit still bending down to the ground and
looking up at the king as he stood before him.

“How have I been answered? What do
you mean?”

“Do you not see?” replied the hermit. “If you
had not pitied my weakness yesterday and had
not dug these beds for me, you would have gone
away. Then that man would have attacked you
and you would have wished you had stayed with
me. So the most important time was when you
were digging the beds. And I was the most
important man, and to do me good was your most
important business. Afterwards, when the man
ran to us, the most important time was when you
were caring for him, because if you had not
dressed his wounds he would have died without
having made peace with you. So he was the most
important man, and what you did for him was
your most important business.

“Remember then, there is only one time that is
important and that time is ‘Now’. It is the most
important time because it is the only time we have
any power to act.

“The most necessary person is the person you
are with at a particular moment, for no one knows
what will happen in the future and whether we
will meet anyone else. The most important
business is to do that person good, because we
were sent into this world for that purpose alone.”

Leo ToLstoy
[retold]
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Comprehension Check

Complete the following sentences by adding the
appropriate parts of the sentences given in the box.

1. Many wise men answered the king’s questions,

2.

Someone suggested that there should be a council of
wise men

. Someone else suggested that the king should have a

timetable

The king requested the hermit

. The king washed and dressed the bearded man’s

wound,

* but the bleeding would not stop.
* to answer three questions.

* but their answers were so varied that the
king was not satisfied.

* and follow it strictly.
* to help the king act at the right time.

Working with the Text

Answer the following questions.

1.
2.

3.

Why was the king advised to go to magicians?

In answer to the second question, whose advice did the
people say would be important to the king?

What suggestions were made in answer to the third

question?

Did the wise men win the reward? If not, why not?

2022-23



THREE QUESTIONS/ 15

5. How did the king and the hermit help the wounded man?
6. (i) Who was the bearded man?
(i) Why did he ask for the king’s forgiveness?

7. The king forgave the bearded man. What did he do to
show his forgiveness?

8. What were the hermit’s answers to the three questions?
Write each answer separately. Which answer do you like
most, and why?

Working with Language

1. Match items in List A with their meanings in List B.

fainted: lost consciousness

A B

(i) wounded got up from sleep

(ii) awoke give back

(iii) forgive small patches of ground for plants
(iv) faithful severely injured

(v) pity pardon

(vi) beds loyal
(vii) return feel sorry for

Use any three of the above words in sentences of your
own. You may change the form of the word.

2. Each of the following sentences has two blanks. Fill in
the blanks with appropriate forms of the word given in

brackets.
He has to help me. Do you think
he will remember his ? (promise)

He has promised to help me. Do you think he will
remember his promise?

(i) The said that only fresh evidence
would make him change his .(judge)

2022-23



16 /HoNEYcoMB

(ii) I didn’t notice any serious of opinion
among the debaters, although they
from one another over small points. (differ)

(iii) It’'s a fairly simple question to ,but
will you accept my as final? (answer)

(iv) Itisn’t that should
always be the mother of invention. (necessary)

(v) Hermits are men. How they acquire
their no one can tell. (wise)

(vi) The committee has to make Jagdish
captain of the team. The is likely to
please everyone. (decide)

(vii) Asking for is as noble as willingness
to (forgive)

Speaking and Writing

1.

Imagine you are the king. Narrate the incident of your
meeting the hermit. Begin like this:
The wise men answered my questions, but I was not
satisfied with their answers. One day I decided to go
and meet the hermit...

Imagine you are the hermit. Write briefly the incident of
your meeting the king. Begin like this:
One day I was digging in my garden. A man in
ordinary clothes came to see me. I knew it was the
king...

Do you know...

Does an ostrich really stick its head in the
sand to hide from an enemy?

Answer on page 32
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The Squirrel

You may have seen a squirrel sitting on the ground
eating a nut. What did it look like? Here is a poet’s
description of just such a squirrel.

He wore a question mark for tail,
An overcoat of gray,

He sat up straight to eat a nut.
He liked to tease and play,

And if we ran around his tree,
He went the other way.

MILDRED BOWERS ARMSTRONG

Working with the Poem

1. Why does the poet say the squirrel “wore a question mark
for tail”? Draw a squirrel, or find a picture of a squirrel
sitting on the ground. How would you describe its tail?

2. Do we usually say that an animal ‘wears’ a tail? What
do we say? (Think: Does an animal wear a coat? Consult
a dictionary if you like, and find out how ‘wear’ is used
in different ways.)

3. “He liked to tease and play”. Who is teasing whom?
How ?
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Before you read

Mridu is a young girl growing up in Madras (now called
Chennai) with Tapi, her grandmother, and Thatha, her
grandfather. One afternoon Tapi takes her to her aunt
Rukku Manni’s house to meet her cousins Lalli, Ravi
and Meena.

scrawny:
thin
(suggesting
skinny toes)

A Gift of Chappals

I

smiling Rukku Manni threw open the

door. Ravi and Meena rushed out, and
Ravi pulled Mridu into the house. “Wait, let me take
off my slippers,” protested Mridu. She set them out
neatly near a pair of large black ones. Those were
grey, actually, with dust. You could see the clear
mark of every toe on the front part of each slipper.
The marks for the two big toes were long
and scrawny.

Mridu didn’t have much time to wonder about
whose slippers they were, because Ravi dragged
her to the backyard, behind a thick bitter-berry
bush. There, inside a torn football lined with
sacking and filled with sand, lay a very small
kitten, lapping up milk from a coconut half-shell.

“We found him outside the gate this morning.
He was mewing and mewing, poor thing,” said
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Meena. “It’s a secret. Amma says Paati will leave Pastl

for our Paddu Mama’s house if she knows we s qmother

have a cat.” (in Tamil)
“People are always telling us to be kind to

animals, but when we are, they scream. ‘Ooh,

don’t bring that dirty creature here!’” said Ravi.

“Do you know how hard it is just to get a little

milk from the kitchen? Paati saw me with a glass

in my hand just now. I told her I'm very hungry, I m:::?ﬁ

want to drink it, but the way she looked at me! I iglead her

had to drink most of it to throw her off the scent. so that she

Then she wanted the tumbler back. ‘Paati, Paati, Wout

I'll wash it myself, why should I put you to ey

the real
trouble’, I told her. I had to run and pour the purpose
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thatha:
grandfather
(in Tamil)

descended
from: a
descendent
of, or comes
from, the
same family

milk into this coconut shell and then run back
and wash the tumbler and put it back before she
got really suspicious. Now we have to think of
some other way to feed Mahendran.”

“Mahendran? This little kitty’s name is
Mahendran?” Mridu was impressed! It was a real
name—not just a cute kitty-cat name.

“Actually his full name is Mahendravarma
Pallava Poonai. M.P. Poonai for short if you like.
He’s a fine breed of cat. Justlook at his fur. Like a
lion’s mane! And you know what the emblem of
the ancient Pallava kings was, don’t you?” he
looked expectantly at Mridu.

Mridu giggled.

“Think I'm joking? Well, just wait. I'll show
you sometime. It’s clear you don’t know a thing
about history. Haven’t been to Mahabalipuram,
have you?” he said mysteriously. “Well, when
our class went to Mahabalipuram, I saw a statue
of his thatha’s thatha’s thatha’s thatha’s
thatha’s... etcetera, etcetera... Factis, Mahendran
here is descended from that very same
ancient cat. A close relative, scientifically
speaking, of none other than the lion. The Pallava
lion, emblem of the Pallava dynasty!” Ravi
went on, walking around the bitter-berry bush,
waving a twig up and down, his eyes sparkling.
“This cat is a descendant of none other than the
Mahabalipuram Rishi-Cat! And if I may
just remind you, they worshipped cats in
ancient Egypt!”
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How he loved the sound of his own voice!
Meena and Mridu exchanged looks.

“What does that have to do with anything?”
Mridu demanded.

“Huh! I'm telling you this cat is descended...
from the Egyptian cat-god... no, goddess! Bastet!
Ya! That’s it!”

“So?”

“Well, one of the descendants of that cat-goddess
was a stowaway in one of the Pallava ships, and his
descendant was the Mahabalipuram Rishi-Cat,
whose descendant is —” Ravi flourished his twig at
Mahendran “— M.P. Poonai here... whoop EEK!” he
shrieked, very pleased with himself.

Mahendran looked up, alarmed. He had just
been sharpening his claws on the edge of the
coconut shell. But worse than Ravi’s awful
whoop EEK was a ‘Kreech...!’” from the window.
What a weird sound! If Mridu was startled,
M.P. Poonai was frightened out of his wits.
Hair standing on end, he bounced up and
scurried towards a bamboo tray of red chillies
that had been set out to dry. Trying to hide
beneath it, he tipped a few chillies over himself.
“Mi-a-aw!” he howled miserably.

The ‘kreeching’ went on and on. “What's that
noise?” said Mridu.

“That’s Lalli learning to play the violin,”
grunted Ravi.

“She’ll never learn a thing. The music-
master just goes on playing like a train
whizzing on and on, while Lalli’s all the time
derailing! Going completely off track!”

2022-23
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someone
who hides
himself/
herself in a
ship or an
aircraft to
travel
unnoticed

weird:
strange or
unusual
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glided:
moved
along
smoothly

veshti:
dhoti (in
Tamil)
stumbled:
followed
haltingly

Comprehension Check

1. What is the secret that Meena shares with Mridu in
the backyard?
2. How does Ravi get milk for the kitten?
3. Who does he say the kitten’s ancestors are? Do you
believe him?
4. Ravi has a lot to say about M.P.Poonai. This shows that
() he is merely trying to impress Mridu.
(i) his knowledge of history is sound.
(iii) he has a rich imagination.
(iv) he is an intelligent child.
Which of these statements do you agree/disagree to?
5. What was the noise that startled Mridu and frightened
Mahendran?

II

Mridu crept up to the window. Lalli was sitting a
little distance away, awkwardly holding her violin
and bowstring, her elbows jutting out and her eyes
glazed with concentration. In front of her, with most
of his back to the window, was the bony figure of
the music-master. He had a mostly bald head with
a fringe of oiled black hair falling around his ears
and an old-fashioned tuft. A gold chain gleamed
around his leathery neck, and a diamond ring
glittered on his hand as it glided up and down the
stem of the violin. A large foot stuck out from beneath
his gold-bordered veshti edge, and he was beating
time on the floor with the scrawny big toe.

He played a few notes. Lalli stumbled behind
him on her violin, which looked quite helpless
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and unhappy in her hands. What a difference!
The music-master’s notes seemed to float up and
settle perfectly into the invisible tracks of the
melody. It was like the wheels of a train fitting
smoothly into the rails and whizzing along, asRavi —
said. Mridu stared at that huge, beringed hand Peringed:
. . 1e s . The music-
moving effortlessly up the violin’s stem, making

master is
lovely music. wearing a
Squawk! There was Lalli derailing again! ring.

“Amma!” came a wail from the gate. “Amma-
oh!”

“Ravi, send that beggar away!” cried his mother
from the back verandah, where she was chatting
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snooze:
short sleep

kept my
body and
soul
together:
managed to
stay alive

fed up:
tired and
unhappy

with Tapi. “He has been coming here every day for
the past week, and it's time he found another house
to beg from!” Paati explained to Tapi.

Mridu and Meena followed Ravi out. The
beggar was already in the garden, making himself
quite at home. He had spread his upper cloth
under the neem tree, and was leaning against its
trunk, apparently prepared to take a little snooze
while he waited for the alms to appear. “Go away!”
said Ravi sternly. “My Paati says it’s time you
found another house to beg from!”

The beggar opened his eyes very wide and
gazed at each of the children one by one. “The
ladies of this house,” he said, at last, in a voice
choked with feeling, “are very kind souls. I have
kept my body and soul together on their
generosity for a whole week. I cannot believe that
they would turn me away.” He raised his voice.
“Amma! Amma-oh!” Sad his wail might be, but it
certainly wasn't feeble. It began in a deep, strong
rumble somewhere in his withered belly, and came
booming out of his mouth, with its few remaining
teeth stained brown with betel-chewing.

“Ravi, tell him there’s nothing left in the
kitchen!” called Rukku Manni. “And he’s not to
come again—tell him that!” She sounded fed up.

Ravi didn’t have to repeat it all to the beggar.
What his mother said had been easy for them all
to hear, there under the neem tree. The beggar
sat up and sighed.

“Tll go, I'll go!” he said wearily. “Only let me have
arest here under this tree. The sun is so hot, the tar
has melted on the road. My feet are already

2022-23



A GirT oF CHAPPALS/25

blistered.” He stretched out his feet to show large,
pink, peeling blisters on the soles of his bare feet. )

“I suppose he doesn’t have the money to buy ggﬁsrs:
chappals,” Mridu whispered to Meena-Ravi. pupbleson
“Have you got an old pair in the house theskin,
somewhere?” | g lowtag)

“I don't know,” said Ravi. “Mine are too small L
to fit his feet, or I'd have given them to him.” And
his feet were larger than Mridu’s and Meena’s.

The beggar was shaking out his upper cloth
and tightening his dhoti. He raised his eyes and
looked fearfully at the road, gleaming in the
afternoon heat.

“He needs something on his feet!” Meena said,
her big eyes filling. “It’s not fair!” eyes

“Ssh!” said Ravi. “I'm thinking about it! filling: with

Blubbering, ‘it's not fair, it's not fair’ isn't going to 2
help. In two minutes he’ll be frying his feet on
that road. What he needs is a pair of chappals.
So where do we get them? Come, let’'s search
the house.” He pushed Mridu and Meena into
the house.

Just as she stepped into the verandah,
Mridu’s eyes fell on the odd-looking chappals
she had noticed when she arrived.

“Ravi!” she whispered to him. “Whose
are those?”

Ravi turned and glanced at the
shabby-looking, but sturdy old slippers.
He beamed and nodded. “These are just
the right size,” he said, picking them up.
Mridu and Meena followed him
nervously back into the garden.
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unapprecia-
tive:
disapproving

“Here!” said Ravi to the beggar, dropping the
slippers in front of the old man. “Wear these and
don’t come back!” The beggar stared at the
slippers, hurriedly flung his towel over his
shoulder, pushed his feet into them and left,
muttering a blessing to the children. In a minute
he had vanished around the corner of the street.

The music-master came out of the house and
took an unappreciative look at the three of them
sitting quietly under the tree, playing marbles.
Then he searched for his chappals in the
verandah, where he had put them.

“Lalli!” he called, after a few moments. She
hurried up to him. “Have you seen my chappals,
my dear? I remember having kept them here!”

Ravi, Mridu, and Meena silently watched Lalli
and the music-master search every corner of the
verandah. He scurried around, looking over the
railing and crouching near the flower pots to look
between them. “Brand new, they were! I went all
the way to Mount Road to buy them!” he went on
saying. “They cost a whole month’s fees, do you
know?”

Soon Lalli went in to tell her mother. Rukku
Manni appeared, looking harassed, with Paati
following her.

“Where could they be? It’s really quite
upsetting to think someone might have stolen
them. So many vendors come to the door,”
worried Paati.

Rukku Manni caught sight of Ravi, Mridu,
and Meena sitting under the tree. “Have you
children...” she began, and then, seeing they were
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curiously quiet, went on more slowly, “seen anyone
lurking around the verandah?” A sharp V-shaped
line had formed between her eyebrows. Another wrking:
] ] ] waiting
straight, tighter one appeared in place of her ety
usually soft, pleasant mouth. Rukku Manni was  (without
angry! thought Mridu with a shiver. She wouldn't attracting
be so upset if she knew about the poor beggar Y
with sores on his feet, she tried to tell herself.
Taking a deep breath, she cried, “Rukku
Manni, there was a beggar here. Poor thing, he
had such boils on his feet!”
“So?” said Rukku Manni grimly, turning to
Ravi. “You gave the music-master’s chappals to
that old beggar who turns up here?”
“Children these days...!” groaned Paati.
“Amma, didn’t you tell me about Karna who gave
away everything he had, even his gold earrings, he
was so kind and generous?”
“Silly!” snapped Rukku Manni. “Karna didn’t
give away other people’s things, he only gave away
his own.”
“But my chappals wouldn’t have fitted the
beggar’s feet...” Ravi rushed brashly on, “And
Amma, if they did fit, would you really not
have minded?”
“Ravi!” said Rukku Manni, very angry now.
“Go inside this minute.”
She hurried indoors and brought out Gopu
Mama’s hardly worn, new chappals. “These
should fit you, Sir. Please put these on. I am so
sorry. My son has been very naughty.” The music-
master’s eyes lit up. He put them on, trying not to
look too happy. “Well, I suppose these will have
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clattered
off: gone off
noisily
(with the
noise or
clatter of
chappals)

to do... These days children have no respect for
elders, what to do? A Hanuman incarnate... only
Rama can save such a naughty fellow!” Rukku
Manni'’s eyes flashed. She didn’t seem to like Ravi
being called a monkey, even a holy monkey. She
stood stiff and straight by the front door. It was
clear she wanted him to leave quickly.

When he had clattered off in his new chappals,
she said, “Mridu, come in and have some tiffin.
Honestly, how do you children think of such
things? Thank God your Gopu Mama doesn’t wear
his chappals to work...” As she walked towards
the kitchen with Mridu and Meena, she suddenly
began to laugh. “But he’s always in such a hurry
to throw off his shoes and socks and get into his
chappals as soon as he comes home. What's your
Mama going to say this evening when I tell him I
gave his chappals to the music-master?”

VASANTHA SURYA

[from Mridu in Madras:
Goruchaka Turns Up]

Comprehension Check

1. The music master is making lovely music. Read aloud
the sentence in the text that expresses this idea.

2. Had the beggar come to Rukku Manni’s house for the
first time? Give reasons for your answer.

3. “A sharp V-shaped line had formed between her

eyebrows.” What does it suggest to you about
Rulkku Manni’s mood?
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Working with the Text

1. Complete the following sentences.

(i) Ravi compares Lalli’s playing the violin to

(ii) Trying to hide beneath the tray of chillies, Mahendran

(iii) The teacher played a few notes on his violin, and
Lalli

(iv) The beggar said that the kind ladies of the household

(v) After the lesson was over, the music teacher asked
Lalli if

2. Describe the music teacher, as seen from the window.

3. (i) What makes Mridu conclude that the beggar has no
money to buy chappals?

(i) What does she suggest to show her concern?

4. “Have you children...” she began, and then, seeing they
were curiously quiet, went on more slowly, “seen anyone
lurking around the verandah?”

(i) What do you think Rukku Manni really wanted to
ask?

(ii) Why did she change her question?
(iii) What did she think had happened?

5. On getting Gopu Mama’s chappals, the music teacher tried
not to look too happy. Why?

6. On getting a gift of chappals, the beggar vanished in a
minute. Why was he in such a hurry to leave?
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7. Walking towards the kitchen with Mridu and Meena, Rukku
Manni began to laugh. What made her laugh?

Working with Language
1. Read the following sentences.

(a) If she knows we have a cat, Paati will leave the house.

(b) She won’t be so upset if she knows about the poor
beggar with sores on his fect.

(c) If the chappals do fit, will you really not mind?

Notice that each sentence consists of two parts. The first
part begins with ‘if". It is known as if-clause.

Rewrite each of the following pairs of sentences as a single
sentence. Use ‘if’ at the beginning of the sentence.

(a) Walk fast. You'll catch the bus.
If you walk fast, you'll catch the bus.

(b) Don’t spit on the road. You'll be fined.
If you spit on the road, you'll be fined.

(i) Don’t tire yourself now. You won't be able to work in
the evening.

(ii) Study regularly. You’'ll do well in the examination.
(iii) Work hard. You’ll pass the examination in the first
division.
(iv) Be polite to people. They'll also be polite to you.
(v) Don’t tease the dog. It'll bite you.
2. Fill in the blanks in the following paragraph.
Today is Sunday. I'm wondering whether I should stay at

home or go out. If I (go) out, 1
(miss) the lovely Sunday lunch at home. If
I (stay) for lunch, I (miss)

the Sunday film showing at Archana Theatre. I think I'll
go out and see the film, only to avoid getting too fat.

2022-23



A GirT oF CHAPPALS/31

3. Complete each sentence below by appropriately using any
one of the following:

if you want to/if you don’t want to/if you want him to
(i) Don’t go to the theatre

(ii) He’ll post your letter

(iii) Please use my pen

(iv) He'll lend you his umbrella

(v) My neighbour, Ramesh, will take you to the doctor

(vi) Don’t eat it

Speaking and Writing

1. Discuss in small groups

e If you want to give away something of your own to the
needy, would it be better to ask your elders first?

e Is there someone of your age in the family who is very
talkative? Do you find her/him interesting and
impressive or otherwise? Share your ideas with others
in the group.

e Has Rukku Manni done exactly the same as the
children? In your opinion, then, is it right for one party
to blame the other?

2. Read the following.

e A group of children in your class are going to live in
a hostel.

e They have been asked to choose a person in the group
to share a room with.

e They are asking each other questions to decide who
they would like to share a room with.

Ask one another questions about likes/dislikes/
preferences/hobbies/personal characteristics. Use the
following questions and sentence openings.

(i) What do you enjoy doing after school?
I enjoy...
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

— Do you knouw...

What do you like in general?
I like...

Do you play any game?

I don't like...

Would you mind if I listened to music after dinner?

I wouldn’t...

Will it be all right if I...?
It’s fine with me...

Is there anything you dislike, particularly?
Well, I can’t share...

Do you like to attend parties?
Oh, I...

Would you say you are...?
I think...

Answer

No. What this tall bird does on sensing
danger from far is to lie flat on the ground
with its long neck almost horizontal. The
enemy may not spot the ostrich in this
position from a distance and it may be
mistaken for a shrub or bush. If the danger
is close by, the ostrich will take off and run.
Though ostriches cannot fly, they can run
as fast as 65 km per hour. If cornered, they
give a swift, hard kiclk.

An ostrich burying its head in sand to
escape attention is a metaphor for people
who ignore rather than face a problem.
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The Rebel

Do you know anyone who always disagrees with
you or your friends, or likes to do the opposite of
what everyone thinks they should do? Think of a
word to describe such a person. Discuss with
your partner some of the things such a person
generally does.

Now read the poem.

When everybody has short hair,
The rebel lets his hair grow long.

When everybody has long hair,
The rebel cuts his hair short.

When everybody talks during the lesson,
The rebel doesn’t say a word.

When nobody talks during the lesson,
The rebel creates a disturbance.

When everybody wears a uniform,
The rebel dresses in fantastic clothes.

When everybody wears fantastic clothes,
The rebel dresses soberly.

In the company of dog lovers,
The rebel expresses a preference for cats.

In the company of cat lovers,
The rebel puts in a good word for dogs.
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When everybody is praising the sun,
The rebel remarks on the need for rain.

When everybody is greeting the rain,
The rebel regrets the absence of sun.

When everybody goes to the meeting,
The rebel stays at home and reads a book.

When everybody stays at home and reads a book,
The rebel goes to the meeting.

When everybody says, Yes please,
The rebel says, No thank you.

When everybody says, No thank you,
The rebel says, Yes please.

It is very good that we have rebels.
You may not find it very good to be one.

D. J. ENRIGHT

Working with the Poem

1. Answer the following questions.

(i) If someone doesn’t wear a uniform to school, what do
you think the teacher will say?

(ii) When everyone wants a clear sky, what does the rebel
want most?

(iii) If the rebel has a dog for a pet, what is everyone else
likely to have?

(iv) Why is it good to have rebels?
(v) Why is it not good to be a rebel oneself?

(vi) Would you like to be a rebel? If yes, why? If not,
why not<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>